Hope College

Hope College Digital Commons
Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859

Van Raalte Papers

6-14-1854

Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church
William Buursma

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s

The original documents are held in The Joint Archives of Holland. This digitized material is
intended for personal research/study only. The original documents may not be reproduced for
commercial use in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, without permission in
writing from The Joint Archives of Holland.
Recommended Citation
Buursma, William, "Meeting Minutes of the Consistory of the First Reformed Church" (1854). Van Raalte
Papers: 1850-1859. 412.
https://digitalcommons.hope.edu/vrp_1850s/412

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Van Raalte Papers at Hope College Digital Commons. It
has been accepted for inclusion in Van Raalte Papers: 1850-1859 by an authorized administrator of Hope College
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@hope.edu.

14 June 1854

Holland, Michigan

Again in the absence of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, Labots apparently was presiding
since he had the closing prayer. The whole meeting was taken up with matters
concerning Deacon de Weerd who had been charged with wrongdoing at the last meeting
of the consistory. Veneklaas did make public confession of his sin before the
congregation on the Lord's Day following the last meeting. But the members of the
consistory were concerned that many people in the congregation have something against
de Weerd. The consistory proposed that de Weerd resign his position as deacon the next
Sunday to which he agreed.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 96-98.
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After revealing some opposition at first, he (Veneklaas) retracts somewhat but ultimately
makes no decision about what he is going to do.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother J. Labots.

Meeting of June 14, 1854

Present were Elders Broek, Wilterdink, Hekhuis, Appeldoorn, Jonker and Labots;
Deacons de Weerd, Wilterdink, Plugger, and Keppel.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Jonker.
ARTICLE 2 — Some of the brothers informed the assembly why the meeting has been
called; namely, that it had come to their attention, via Brother Hekhuis, that Brother
Venekaas had come to a sense of contrition and was prepared to confess, in the midst of
the congregation, on the following Lord's Day.
Although the assembly was gladdened with these tidings, they, nevertheless, felt at a loss
as to what to do, because the congregation is aware of the problem of Brother de Weerd
and
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many in the church already have so much against Brother de Weerd. In addition, there is
the objection that all of the brothers have against Brother de Weerd, because at the last
meeting he did not conduct himself in an open and upright fashion. Consistently, he
contradicted himself. The question is now asked, what shall we do in this momentous
situation in order that the congregation is not disturbed and the gospel ministry among us
be maintained in honor?
The brothers ask Brother de Weerd what he himself thinks about the matter. He replies
that it is his opinion that the brothers take the matter too seriously because he feels free in
God's presence of the charge that he intentionally was involved in theft in the matter
under discussion.
The brothers testify unanimously that it has not entered into their hearts to suspect him of
this, but that it is impossible for them to justify the matter before the people. A few of
the brothers make the comment that it is certainly not appropriate for a deacon to be so
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rigid and narrow. This lack in him is confirmed by various deeds, which indicate the
direction in which he has gone in the above matter. It is clear by his behavior that there
are many who, not without reason, believe in their hearts that he can no longer be of
service (in the consistory).
The brothers propose to Brother de Weerd that it might be wise, in order to preserve the
peace of the congregation and, at the same time, to uphold the honor of the consistory, to
resign from his office next Sunday at the worship service. He should, at the same time,
acknowledge his carelessness in the matter at hand. After some initial objection, he
ultimately agrees.
Brother Wilterdink was mandated to go to Brother Veneklaas to encourage him to
become reconciled with Brother de Weerd, so that all may be in order next Sunday.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother J. Labots.
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